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PCL Forum Best Practices

Title:  Sacramental Parent Discussions

*Instead of having the typical “Confirmation Parent Meeting,” I decided to have small round table discussions with the parents (8 at a time).  We begin with a discussion on “Will our kids have faith?” and discussed practical ways to demonstrate and live faith at home.  The parents are able to share their struggles and talk to one another and I was able to gain insight into their individual situations.

*Noelle Collis-DeVito:  nonimc@aol.com
Title:  Parent Meetings

*Be sure to have a comprehensive parent guideline document that helps parents understand the WHY, WHAT and HOW of the Faith Formation activities of the parish.

*Dcn. M. Plummer:  DcnMike@0l0lourdes.org
Title:  Parents

*Gathering with parents to socialize offer food and drink and do faith sharing.  It has worked and they take responsibility with their children in Rel. Ed.

*Sr. Thelma Nicholson:  telnick2002@yahoo.com
Title:  Adults

*Gathering adults for limited number of formation times the length of which is clearly stated when advertised.  We really feel that the structured length of time and number of sessions draws people in more than open ended.

*Marinell High:  Marinell_high@stjos.com
Title:  RCIA/Adapted for Children Family Process

*Process includes the members of household in which the children live—joint activities plus adult and peer level breakouts.

*Pat Burbage:  pburbage@visitstfrancis.org
Title:  High School Cell Group

*A program right after the end of school, one day a week, when the high schools can come over to unwind and relax and not have to be at home.  It is also a place that they can bring their problems in a non-judgmental environment that we can try and work through it in a way that Jesus would.

*Anthony Hofius

Title:  Authentic Environmental Gatherings

*Having young adult planning team (which is composed of young adults) at local pubs.  The fellowship created there pours over into young adult events.

*Brian Rinkoski:  brian.rinkoski@gmail.com
Title:  Parish Service Experience

*We hold a twice-annual parish service experience, in connection with Make-a-difference day in fall and Green Bay Youth Service Day in April—a variety of on and off site charity and advocacy opportunities are offered during a day-long time frame to parish members of all ages.

*Jamie Whalen:  natjw@nativityparish.com
Title:  Making the Connection Materials by Joan Weber (Center for Ministry website)

*Go where they are.  Be willing to accept something even if you don’t understand how it works.

*Lauren Gross:  laurengross@yahoo.com
Title:  RCIA

*Planned training for our church (15 parishes) in our dioceses for new and old catechist teachers, give resources to them, when they can go or what they can use…

*Geimy Hilario:  geimyhilario03@gmail.com
Title:  VBS (Senior Citizens)

*We do vacation bible school with the senior’s group—they meet weekly except in July and August, so June meetings include VBS.

*Christine Laing:  cslaing@yahoo.com
Title:  Marriage Prep

*I have written up an introductory Marriage class that goes through the Rite of Marriage and applies what is celebrated in the rite to what a healthy Catholic marriage looks like.

*Barbara Scott:  bscott@stjohnvianney.net
Title:  Model at Catechist Meetings

*I model icebreakers, stories and prayers at catechist meetings so they can use these ideas in their classrooms.

*Diane Willis:  dwillis@immaculateparish.org
Title:  Posting Religious Certification Certificates

*Posting catechist’s certificates in a public place, the rest of the catechists then want to work on their own certification.

Title:  Catechist Recruitment

*When a catechist is not gifted in teaching you find them another ministry but make sure you have another catechist lined up and speak to your pastor about it before you do all this so that you cover all your bases, but get them out of the classroom fast and pastorally.

*Rita Martinez:  STPAT_Rita@sbcglobal.net
Title:  Blessings

*I send a birthday card to every catechist and aide with a personal note acknowledging the “gift” they are to the community.

*I encourage catechists to bless each child with a sign of the cross as they enter or leave the classroom and whenever they encounter them outside of church.

*Susan Finley:  sfinley@holyfamily_online.org
Title:  Catechist In-service

*Have 3-4 catechist in-services based on the theme of our year—informs and forms our volunteers and builds community.

*Andrea Sabor:  natas@nativityparish.com
Title:  Name Tags

*Each year name tag inserts (for plastic holders on a lanyard) are prepared for each catechist.  On the front of the tag is the name of the catechist or volunteer and the grade or name of their duty.  The catechetical theme/logo also appears.  On the back is the Catechist Prayer for the catechetical year.

*Joanne Haney:  joanneh75@comcast.net
Title:  Catechists in the Loop

*A bi-monthly newsletter that goes out to all catechists, not just one group-includes a calendar or catechetical opportunities, parish activities, etc that are relevant to catechesis.  I.e. First Communion will be on May 8 and this is the list of kid’s names: so the Sunday 2nd grade catechist can incorporate that into the Sunday session.  Helps keep catechist in the know and shows overlap.

*Lori Crawford:  lori@ourladyoflight.com
Title:  Catechist Highlight

*Highlight one catechist in each weekly newsletter, include their picture, ask them for an interesting fact about themselves, one of their proudest moments or accomplishments, how they experienced their call to catechesis, how long they’ve been involved, and their favorite thing about being a catechist.  It is a great way to get to know each other on a more personal level and affirm them.

*Fatima Monterrubio:  echo@holyfamilystpete.com
Title:  Catechist Practical Training

*As I write this, people may already be doing this, leading catechist through ”classroom experience.”  Begin with lesson prep. process.  Mirror how to handle classroom management, ritual, process, prayer.  Catechists-especially new-get firsthand experience—a model for how to do their work.  Use experienced catechists to lead the process.

*Teri Burns:  tburns@spxcatholic.org
Title:  Mass in the Park

*Sunday afternoon (5:00pm) gather, music, mass, meal…all free.  Families are asked to bring a side dish or a sweet treat to go with burger and hot dogs.

*Carol Ann Hunt:  mayihunt1@hotmail.com
Title:  PCL

*We have at our parish that each grade level hosts our 10:30 mass and we promote them to continue to attend in case they are needed.  Example:  altar servers, readers, etc.  This has helped us increase our Mass attendance with in Faith Formation.  We also have our junior, youth and young adult ministries host mass, too.

*Rachel Vargas:  rvargass@santaclararcc.org
Title:  Early Registration with Snack

*Early registration with snacks which parents meet and out of this I get my catechists.

*Ben Madden:  benmadden4849@att.re
Title: Technology

*PDS database:  We now offer an on-line faith formation that will dump directly into our PDS database.   Survey monkey:  we have a subscription to this on-line survey instrument to get parental input and buy-in and to identify needs.

*Mark Nuehring:  mnuehring@yahoo.com
Title:  Scavenger Hunt (1st Communion Retreat)

*A fun retreat that brings families together; learn more about the church and its history. Allows parents to converse with their children during the parent interviews with their own student. Surprisingly it’s a good tool to open the parent’s eyes that they themselves need formation. I bring vendors and provide lunch for all participants.  The day/schedule/events:

9am-check in

9-1pm-activities include:

*4 craft centers (1 center in for MS and HS)

*movie (shown every 30 minutes)

*prayer room (index cards with numbers matching the prayer sheet-child has to recite the prayer they selected)

*church tour (every 30 minutes)…very detailed; including the history of the church)

*exit (must stop there to gather their take home material and lunch ticket

*Becky Arcizo:  beckyarcizo@yahoo.com
Title:  Weekly Bulletin

*I send an email every week with ideas and updates, substitutes, educational opportunities, reminders of rules, etc.  I put a hard copy on their clipboard each week along with attendance, hand-outs, etc.

*Brigid Johnson:  bjohnson@shcknox.org
Title:  Advent, Lent, etc.

*1.)  Advent wreath:  star lantern making family workshop

2.) St. Joseph Supper (CMD website)

3.  Lenten Fair/Advent Fair:  have books, wreaths for sale, lots of run offs, religious articles and family activities to give away.

Have weekend before, between Mass with coffee and donuts.

*Loyes Spayd:  dre@logcva.org
Title:  Calendar

*Create a master calendar for the “school year” helps to see if you have any conflicts with other parish events and adjustments to calendar can be made early enough.

*Clem Schwartz: clem.schwartz@sbcglobal.ent
Title:  Jesus is Laughter

*Using scripture develop skit presentations using clown ministry to emphasize the gospel message to reach all ages.

*Betty Sheehan:  bsheehanac@aol.com
Title:  Hospitality

*Be welcoming and warm is the “best” way to win people and spread the Good News for people of all ages.

*Sr. Ann Marie Kanusek:  srannmarie@gmail.com
Title:  Catechism of the Good Shepherd

*I use CGS in several other areas of faith formation where I present a “work” and then give them space, materials, and time to all the spirit to form them.  Children and adults love this way of formation.

*Chris Platko:  chrisplatko@speednetllc.com
Title:  Parent Nights

*We have grade level gatherings once a year with students and parents where we share prayer, getting acquainted activities, and a content learning session and refreshments.  The parents and children love this and we have great participation.

*Lynda Stryker:  Lstryker@smmomaha.org
Title:  Confirmation  

*As one of our service projects we gather our students on a Sunday evening (6-8:30).  We have a speaker from a woman’s choice services to speak about their organization (helping pregnant women) and whom they help…help student’s regarding choices and “Catholic choices”.  Then we go to the parish hall and make fleece blankets for the children of these women (who have kept their children) which the student have brought the material ahead of time.  They were given a guide of what to purchase and bring to the session.  ALL our students even males on the evaluation on confirmation interviews and letters to pastor’s comment on how this effects them.

*Dolly Matthews:  dolly2255@comcast.net
Title:  Family Mentor Program

*From a pool of active, engaged families assign a mentor family to new school and religious education families.  Their task is to connect, establish a relationship, and personally invite new family to religious ed, school and parish activities.

*Ann Gage:  agage1948@yahoo.com
Title:  Celebrating Workshop

*Compare the liturgy to a child’s birthday party.

*Debbie Knoblock:  Dknoblock@stclementromeo.com
Title:  Parent/Child Liturgy Session

*Held during 1 class of RE time for children and parents

Have coffee, juice, donuts, interactive schedule…show and tell of mass vestments and vessels, lectionary, sacramentary (roman missal), mass responses…children and parents match, what priest says and what the people respond.  Parts of Mass…using power point and cards with mixed order of parts   children and parents put cards in order for each section of the mass.  Then talk about parts, if time play “bingo”, using bits and pieces from each section.

*Sr. Dorothy:  srdorothy@stmichaelcanton.org
Title:  Mass Reporter

*Each child gets a chance to be the weekly Mass Reporter.  He or she gets a name tag (first name only) as a reporter, a tote bag and marker, book:  “We Go to Mass) fill it out and give a very simple report it back to the class.

*Angela Laesch:  alaesch@smqoc.com
Title:  Family Reconciliation Workshop

*Parents (at least one) must come with their children on the 1st Saturday of March.  All work is done within the family group.  Each family considers what each person contributes to the family.  They make a poster.  They watch “The Quarreling Book” and discuss how they handle conflict.  They also consider their family unity and how they have broken it.  Then we have a prayer service, followed by individual confession.  I try to have at least 10 priests.  This year we have over 120 families participate.  Three years ago I started offering this for the parish on Palm Sunday afternoon before our Parish Reconciliation.  This year I had over 30 families participate.  Let me know if you want more specifics.

*Mary Fran Cassidy: mary_fran_cassidy@midohio.twcbc.com
Title:  Faith First at Home

*Strength of program is parent education; honors parents as primary catechists; shows parent how to teach their own child; focus is adult faith formation-topics: “Feasts and Seasons of the Church Year; Why We Go to Mass; Every Family Breaks Open the Sunday Word as preparation for Sunday Mass; Praying at Home (with children).

*Donna Eschenauer:  dmeschenauer@aol.com
Title:  Getting Parents to Talk/Provide Feedback

*I use a series of different strategies over the course of a year to facilitate deeper involvement and participation by parents—this includes:  storytelling, evaluations, taking turns leading sessions, etc….

*Tom Rinkoski:  TOMRINKOSKI @yahoo.com

Title:  Walking Litany

*Walk through church h, stopping at stained glass windows or statues.  Invite different people to read a bio and introduce each saint.  End each with common prayer or sung verse.  It’s great to educate people about their worship space, the walking around keeps people from getting bored.

*Margaret Boufford:  boufford.margaret@gmail.com
Title:  Vacation Bible Adventure

*I create a VBS that is for everyone in the parish, includes a meal each night, conversation starters, songs, crafts and a “the challenge” for children, Catholic Bible study for adults and is infused with fun, fellowship and Faith.

Katinka Ritz: katinkaritz@gmail.com
Title:  Summer Camp…not just VBS

*For the past 20 years, I have run a one week camp which supplements our Faith Formation programming.  Campers are those pre-k-grade 7.  Those older, 8th grade and up are helpers, counselors.  We have a strong service component-a dedicated team-with minimal effort and gather every summer over 100 children and 75+ volunteers.  It is a huge community builder—and one way/reason why it works so well is that it allows people to give of their time in whatever way they can (one week…one day…one hour).

*Pat Allshouse:  pallshouse@ccssfx.org
Title:  FES, Family Event Sunday

*Each year encourage all faith formation families to attend 9:00am liturgy, family activity and meal.

*Lynda Monckton:  lmonckton@nativity.org
Title:  Teaching Mass

*Start with nothing and run back and forth bringing out items for Mass based on kid’s suggestions.  Use humor to help families understand why we do what we do in Mass.

*Julie St. Croix: julie.stcroix@stjohn-fredrick.org
Title:  Elementary Ideas

*I bring in a lot of handouts from the textbook website and other catholic websites.

*Teri Curtis: Teristang@gmail.com
Title:  Gospel Reflection

*Each week during sessions we come together at the beginning for about 20-25 minutes of prayer.  We read Gospel for upcoming Sunday.  Catechists do short reflection, we then have a symbol and scripture verse for Gospel.  This is then carried over in a bulletin article written by me which includes family discussion questions, the symbol and verse…all connects.

A. Sledz:  asledz@stmargaretofscotland-scs.org 
Title:  Reconciliation Review

*Twenty minutes before communal celebration of Penance with individual confession (we do Advent, Lent, summer) have a review—what happens, who says what when.  This is especially wonderful for those who have not received the sacrament in a long time or are new members.  First time I offered this 130 showed up.  I was prepared for 20!  I have been providing the review for 10 years and continue to have 5-25 people show up.  We have also increased our services from 2 per year to 5 per year.

*Michele Harris:  mharris@visitstfrancis.org
Title:  Reconciliation Preparation

*Love completing Reconciliation at Epiphany!  Jesus came to reconcile the world.  Church is still decorated for Christmas and this is a gentle, loving look at God’s reconciling love.  During extended catechetical parent and child session, we read and reflect on Epiphany readings, show film clip of Kevin in Church from “Home Alone.”  We talk about the greatest commandment, think about times when we don’t show love for God, for others, and for ourselves.  With each everyone puts on a band-aid.  They wear band-aids the entire session.  (Note:  in the movie, the neighbor is wearing a band-aid).  At the end of the session, we pray a simple examination of conscience based on greatest commandment and remove the band-aids.  Middle of session can include:  role play going to reconciliation, visit with priest, priest Q and A.  A favorite craft for this session:  the kids color a stained glass picture of the Good Shepherd or another reconciliation theme.  After coloring, dab the picture with baby oil and then laminate the page—really looks like a stained glass window.  (Another note to “Home Alone” Kevin walks in and sees the communion of saints represented in windows and statues.

Title:  Monthly Family Mass

*As part of our program, once a month families are invited to serve in different ministries, greet, usher, read, children’s choir, communion meditation.  They may witness a Baptism, Rite from RCIA, and pastor does some teaching is done by pastor.  Hospitality is served.

*Chris Biel:  chrisdre@johnxxiii.net
Title:  Chapel Time

*Gather in the Church before classroom instruction starts and share a small piece of Catholic tradition, faith stories, songs, etc with all kids to build community.  This should only last 15-20 minutes.  Then, dismiss children and teachers to respective classes.

*Drew Haro:  dlharo1@gmail.com
Title:  Parent Prayer

*In the first session, the parents create the child’s name tag (reusable, plastic pocket type).  The front side is the child’s name in large letters, decorated however they wish.   The back side is their prayer for their child during that sacramental prep year.  Then we give them out in the opening prayer and explain the name tags symbolize how the parent’s prayer covers their child (when they pray!)

*Kristi Jenkins:  kjenkins@saintcecilias.org
Title:  The Rites for First Holy Communion

*The week after First Holy Communion invite families back and emphases the final blessing and closing rites of sending during the final prayer.  Each child is called by name, they come forward with family to have the Baptismal candle re-lit and commissioned to continue to walk as a child of the light with the help of your family and parish community.

*Elizabeth Schlesier-Elaska:  faithformation@gmail.com
